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In the case of those few whose naines figured prominently in 
the daily press the idea which the public had of them was 
often quite a distorted one, owing to the fierce spirit of contro¬ 
versy that dominated domestic politics during the years imme¬ 
diately preceding the National Socialist Revolution. The 
astonishing recovery that has taken place since 19nd is an 
historical phenomenon which has attracted the attention of the 
world. And hence it is that the outside world now takes such 
a lively interest in the personality of .Adolf Hiller and hia 
immediate collaborators. In this little pamphlet an attempt will 
be made to sketch in broad outline the profiles of sonw of 
those political leaders who have taken a prominent pan in the 
work of national reconstruction which has been accomplished 
since lUdS and is still being accomplished. 


Outsiders may be struck by the diversities of age, origin and 
professional career, which characterise the men around Hitler. 
During the years ot political, social, economic and spiritual 
distress which followed the AVar and the Inflation adversity 
brought together some of the best men from all grades and 
classes of the nation. In the beginning most of them were u^ted 


respectively suit 


tasks that had to be carried out in the work of building up the 

In Germany to-day Hatty and State are welded together in an 
indissoluble unity. The same idea finds various forms of 
expression in the various branches of organization. It is not 
that the 1‘any serves the Sute or that the State serves the I’arcy. 
Both serve the German nation as a whole, each in its own way. 
-And so it comes about that Natinital Socialism is the modern 
expression of the idea which was originally the inspiration of 
the democratic movement also but which the democratic 
mov'ement departed from and even sometimes openly contra¬ 
dicted. This idea meant that the life of the State springs from 
the life of the people as a fountain from its source. .Ml political 
and administrative organization, the constitution and even the 


























form of ^verrrmcnt is distirrguished bv tho fact that all pov^'er 
is cortccntralcil in the hands of a supreme leader. And this ia 
so not only In regard to the political forces of the nation but 
also in regtird to the military and economic forces. 

On I'cbruary 4, lUSH, a decree was issued which brought 
about even a greater concentration of power than formerly 
existed: for this decree extends (he concentration of political 
power in (he bands of the Ftihrer also to the military and 
economic spheres, '['he P'dhrer himself ia now directly and 
personally in supreme command of the anned forces of the 
nation, w'ithout any intermediary in the person of a War Miniater. 
The former War Minister, Field Marshal von DIomberg. whom 
the Oermans have to thank for the reconstruction of the anuy. 
rvas relieved of his position in response to a desire whidt he 
had repeatedly expressed, in view of his health and his long 
years of strenuous service. T'he purely administrative side of 
the war ministry has been taken over by the High Conunand. 
at the head of which is General Wilhelm Keitel. On the same 
date as that of the decree just mentioned the h'iihrer established 
a Secret Cabinet Council to advise him on foreign policy. 

The Reich Cabinet is constituted as follotvs: - 
















II) a neat in the Cabinet waa a formal rcct^niiinn of the ab¬ 
solute union of Harly with State and assured hamionioua 
collaboration between the various ilepartmenls of Stale anil 
the various branches of the Party organisation. 

Hudulf Hess does no! freijuently come into the public limelight. 
His mudest office in the Wilhelmatraasc indicates ihc character 
uf the man himself rather than the wide scope of the work in 
which he is engaged. It has always been hit habit to work In 
secluaion and silence, presenting only the reaiilla of his labours to 
ihc public. In this way he has set an example of personal disci¬ 
pline and self-denial for ihe other leading officials of the I’arty. 

\ery little has been written about Rudolf ilesa. Not much 
more than the outstanding dates in his career is known to the 
public. He waa born in Egypt in as son of a German 
business man who had settled down there. He went to school 
in (jermany and in 1H14 he volunteered for service at the front. 
He received an officer's commission, in recognition of his 
abilities, and was seriously wounded. Still he was able to join 


1-andsbe^. 


of the Party together tinder the inspiri 
Rudolf Hess once said and the sayin 
man’s personal inodestv: “.^dolf HitI 
deputize for him because he knows ihi 
at men and politics through his eyes.’ 













HERMANN GORING 

The extraordinary' place which Field Marshal Gdring holds in 
the public life of Germany is attributable in the first place to his 
absolute loyalty towards Adolf Hitler. The various offices which 


diaracter and loyalty to the Fiihrer proved to be of the highest 
value and deserving of all admiration. Steadily and firmly he 
has gone ahead as the Filhrer’s shield-bearer." 

Once the National Socialists had taken over power, the 



that the decisive qualities for political leadership arc not expert 
knowledge in special branches but the capacity for impartial 
judgment and a sound understanding of men. Rut the moat 
decisive gift of all is the courage to accept personal responsibility. 


proof of his insight into human character. .And this knowledge 
of men is to a large extent responsible for his success. 



















Squadron. In 1021 he first met . 
lan who will lead Germane on to 
•y under that dare. Unflinching I 
the guiding principle of his life 


JOACHIM VON RIUnUN 
the days of his youth JoacI 



















von Neuraih has kept up his connections with those polilical 
leaders in l^ngland who camu to know him during his sojourn 
ihciv and who have implicit trust in his sterling ttualicies. It whs 
at the special wish of President von llindenburg that he was 
recalled from I^ndon to become Foreign Minister in von 
I’apen’s Cabinet in Ili;i2. In this position he continued under 
the Hitler (iovemment until February IKW, when he became 
President of the Secret Cabinet Council. 

Most of those who have come into touch with Baron von 
Neuratli have noticed the fine feeling which he has for the 
imponderabiliaof politics. He recognises and accurately estimates 
those forces and ideas which determine the policy of foreign 
States. .\nd he recognises and justly appreciates the national 
needs and necessities of other States. The faculty of clear insight 
which has been developed through years of diplomatic experience 
makes it possible for him to form a just estimation of international 
possibilities and necessities. But the shrewdness and foresight 
for which he is renowned are qualities that are by no means 


connected with any weakness or vacillation of character, as has 















made it possible for him to adopt a strong and uncompro¬ 
mising policy in foreign affairs. 

Baron von Ncuraih has served in the Foreign Office ever 
since 1901 without break, except for a short interval when he 
was I'timc Minister in the federative State of Wiirttemberg, 
which is his native country. He is one of the few diplomats 
from the pre-War time who during the years of (krmany’a 
distress and dejection still believed in her future resurgence. 
And he was able to.awaken that same belief in the minds of 
foreign political leaders. That is chiefly what first brought 
himself and Adolf Hitler together and has established an abiding 
friendship between them. 

DR. JOSEPH (iOEBBEI-S 

Both at home and abroad, the Minister for Naliunai 
Enlightenment and Propaganda is one of the best known (jermaii 
statesmen. And because it falls within the scope of his office 
sometimes to say disquieting things, he has become the target 
of attack for thoae exiles and their abettors who are hostile 
towards the Third Reich, 'lliere are many people whose 
Judgment of the Bolshevik peril is fundamentally sound but 
who do not like to hear it spoken about, because ruthless 
criticism of Bolshevism somehow or other does not quite fall 
in with their own political leanings. With Oocbbels that is not 
so. When he speaks of Bolshevism he is uncompromising 
and throws upon it the searching fight that it deserves. 

Ur. Goebhels is a joumaiisl by profession. As newspaper man 
and public speaker he led the National Socialist campaign in 
Berlin, where he had to fight for every fool of the ground but 
finally routed the Marxists and won Berlin for the National 


up hia audience to a high pitch of emotiun, Here in the more 
intimaie intellectual or artistic circle he puls forward his ideas 
calmlv and modcsilv. as he speaks on some artistic or liters' 
ry topic. C'nmmon to buh, however, is the clear logical manner 
in which he analyses and expounds his theme, whether it be 
a matter of profound philosophical character or potical ideas 
that have to be incidcaicd in the minds of the masses. 




















to beneltcial ends for the welfare 
of the nation. I'he character 
and personality of Goebbeia 
is a sufficient guarantee that 
German intellectual life will 
never be cramped within narrow 
bureaucratic formulas- lie is 
so highly gifted artisticallv that 

possible it is for creatit'e genius 
to be productive in the cultural 
sphere if it be hide-hound hv 
rigid regulations. Creative talent 
will olways go its own way 
and very often it becomes oper¬ 
ative onlv as a process of release from mental tensitm. lUit if its 
products ore to have significance for the people they must spring 
from (he profound depths of the national soul. 'I'hai is the 
only limiting principle which Ooebbels recognises in the domain 
of cultural creaiivenesa. .^iid here he can appeal to ail the 
great historical examples of creative genius; for tbet' have 
always been in their truest sense the representatives of (he national 
being. In Ollier wurds, all great artistic products, wheiiicr in 
literature, architecture, sculpture or painting, have been folk- 
products in their primary essentials. 

Coebhels was bom in the Rhineland in ISUT. Hts effervescent 
vitalitv and Rhenish humour have made him liked everywhere. 
He is very happy in his fomilv life. During the most difficult 
days of his political struggle his wife ahvavs gave him the 
moral support of a sympathetic understanding, nut a small 
blessing for a man who has often so much to contend with and 



DR, WILHELM FRICK 


Dr. Wilhelm I'rick is Rdch Minister of the Interior and 
Minister ol the Interior for Prussia also. It may he well to 
eaplain here that this tarter office is now practically an integral 
part of the former; because Prussia no longer exists as an 
independent federative .State. 'Ihere remain only a few adniiiii- 
sirative relics of Its former Constitution, such as the office of 
Prussian Minister-Presideni and Prussian Minister of the 
Inicfior. also the Prussian Ministries of Education, of Labour, 
Ilf Finance and of Ecclesiastical -Affairs. But these offices arc 
all held hy the corresponding Ministers for the Reich, except 
■hat of Miniaicr-Prwident, and Ministry of Finance. 

Dr. Frick is [H-rsonally known to many foreigners whu arc in 
the liibil of visiting Germany, especially those who have musical 
affiliations. Both he and his wife are musical devotees and he is 
in the habit of giving muaicsl evenings at Ills home, where one 
can hear some of the beat chamber music dial contemporary 
German artists can produce. Dr. Frick is well known for liis 
uprightness and integrity of character. His features and bearing 
express those virtues and all his conduct Is inspired by them. 
■Hiough he is 01 years old. he looks and acts as if he were much 
younger and he is quite unhureaucratic. He represents the best 
traditions of the German dvil service. He looks upon his work 
from a much higher standpoint than that of the fulfilment of 
the daily routine tasks and Adolf Hitler once said of him that he 
had the courage to pbee the welfare of the country above his 
duty as a civil servant. 

That statement was made on the occasion of the first significant 
thing which Dr. Frick did for the National Socialist Movement. 
During the years that immediately followed the War Dr. Frick 
was Chief of the political section at police headquarters in 
Munich. In his official caparity he made the acquaintance of 
Adolf Hitler, who was then holding his first meetings in Munich. 
With the power which he held in his hands, Frick might easily 
have suppressed the young Movement; but he readily recognised 
















'I'his tranquility of hi* is that of a man nhu has studied hi* 
special branch thoroughly, so that he knous his particular 
business and can come to such clear decisions that no other 
person will think of telling him how this or that should be 
done. Though Funk is only forty-eight, he is otte of the moat 
efficient commercial experts in Germany. He never loses sight of 
the national interests as a uhole and fully realizes that, as 
national economy is only a branch of the total national effort, 
it must be subordinated to the whole. 

His career as an economist has passed through that of the 



















a diploma for agriculture. After the War he was employed by the 
Reich as expert adviser on problems connected with stuck* 
breeding- The thorough-going knowledge of the subject which 
he displayed in his various specialist publications brought him 


iiicu III uy iiicic specialist ruic 
considerations. He thinks out his problem to its last pr 
consc<iucnccs. .^nd so from the study of questions in hi 
special branch became to discern the (ruths of hereditary h 
and to recognise the fact that a peasantry routed in the soil 
brat and indispensable prerequisite lor a healthy people. 







































Ilavurian humour is a clmracicristic mark of his pcrsonslily 
and those who come into touch with him in his Hcriin office 
invariably experience its stimulating effect. 

DR. H.ANS KRANK 

The practical preparations fur legal reform in Germany are- 
being made by the ".Academy for German Justice." Dr. llans 
Krank is President of mis Academy, tie is also a Cahirwt Minister. 


groundwork and structural plan of the new reform ol German 
I^w were laid down and outlined. 

HANNS KBRRI. 

"IVrsonal considerations must not enter into the work of 
building up a State." Hiat axiom hung on a wall of the waiting- 
room in the Prussian Ministry of Justice when Reich Minister 
Kerri held office there. This was before the Prussian Ministry 










































































the Nation became difhiscii through all branches of activity 
and demanded nevv men in responsible positions which supple¬ 
ment the Oovemment departments. In the follorving sketches 
the names of manv prominent party leaders mav be missed; 
but within the limits of such a short treatise it will only be 
possible to give a biographical sketch of some of the men 
uhoac names are familiar abroad, 

DR.ARTHl'R SKYSS-INQUART 

The name of Dr. Sevss-Inquart was practically uitknown tu 
the outside public until it began to figure prominently in (he 
press and broadcast news during the days that the Aiuchliisi 
with .Austria was taking place. Ills name will now be permanently 
written in the historical annals of those days, 

Seyss-Inquart was bum in 1KP2, in Stannern near Iglaii. a 
purely (lerman town which now belongs to Cacchuslovakia. 
He served throughout the V\'ar as volunteer in the Tyrolese 
Kaiatr-Jigfr, one of the elite regiments in the old Austrian 
•Army. He was severely wounded in the foot, so that he walks 
lame even to-day. In his youth he was a great .Alpinist and. 
despite his physical disability to-day. he takes part in athletic 
sports, works in the garden and takes part in motincain excursions 

.After the War he practised as a lawyer in Vienna and soon 
began to play a leading part in the movement for a Greater 
Germany. 'ITic plan for a Customs Union which was suggestetl 

































ALFRED ROSENBERG 
























































HEINRICH HIMMLER 




















many relics of a iiasl culture. 

Himmler ia a native of Munich, where he was bom in Him. 
He stiidictl agriculture and graduated in that science. 
He also worked for a long time as a practical fanner. He is 
passionately devoted to hunting game and is an excellent shot. 
In ll'dfi he joined the National Socialist l*arty, after having 
been a member of several other organizations for the national 
restoration of the Reich. To-day he belongs to the innermost 
circle of trusted followers around the FOhrer and is one of the 
most authoritative public personages in the Reieh. 

VICTOR I.L'TZK 

■‘'I'w'elve years ago, when I became leader of a small S..A.group. 
1 put forward three principles which should guide my conduct 
and that of the S.A. group under me. These were: absolute 
loyalty, strictest discipline, and the spirit of self-sacrifice.” 

That was the statement which Victor I.utze made when he 
took over the leadership of the whole S.A., in June lHihl. During 


of 

he is a soldier, In the War he 
was seriously wounded and lost 
the use of Ills left eye. It was 
for this reason that be resigned 
from the army and became a 
busineaa man. But the political 
struggles of the post-War period soon brought him back from 
his civilian calling. When the French invaded the Ruhr he joined 
(he same volunteer organization to which Leo Schlageter 
belonged and when Schlageter scaled his faith by a martyr’s 
death Luizc was one of the men who brought his body from 
the occupied region into the homeland. 

Lutze comes of an old family of farmers and artisans in Lower 
Saxony. He was bom in Westphslia in 18110. He inherits the 
simplicity and genuineness of his forcbesrs. And he has given 
proof of outstanding ability as an organiser. The building up 
of the S.A. and the allocation of their various ranks is based on 
the prototype which he himseif created when he was leader of 



an S.A. group during the militant period of the Movement. 














^eryday commonsense and practical ability, neither a bureaucrat 
nor an abstract theorist, a man who is simple and straightforward 
in his speech and in his ways, 'llte German Labour Front, which 
has been created by Dr, Ley, embraces all Germans who are 
engaged in productive labour, whether physical or menul. 'Phis 
Labour Front is not a maae of offices and exchanges packed 
with people who are looking for jobs. It is a living organism in 
which each individual element is active. It has superseded the 
old trade-unions, which operated on the assumption that the 
interests of Capital and Labour must be in eternal opposition 
to one another. Dr. Ley's vast organization embtaces all German 
employers as well as the workers. Its rrtemhers number about 
twenty miliions. its chief purpose is to promote and nuintain 
peaceful cooperation between employers and employees by 
incuietting in the minds of the employers a sympathetic under¬ 
standing for the just claims and rights of the employees and, 
on the side of the employees, a reciprocal understanding of the 
conditions under which s business has to be managed and the 


Dossibilities on which the Dav- 


mechanism under Party direction. The political leaders of the 
organization arc the trustees not merely of the individual Party 
members hut are also the intermediaries between the people 
as a whole and the supreme leadership. The Reich Director of 
the Politics! Organization is also responsible for the training of 
future Party lea.fere at various political colleges. 

Dr. Ley is a native of the Rhineland and is the son of a peasant 
farmer. He was bom in He studied food chemistry and 

after the War. in which he served as a volunteer, he took a post 
in one of the bireest chemical works in CJcrmany. Owing to 
his political activities, he was several times arrcstetl and finally 
lost his position on that account. 

B.kLDCR VON SCHIR.\CH 
Baldur von Schirach, the Reich Leader of the Youth, began 



























